
Alternate GPA 
 
How do I allow transfer grades, not normally counted in GPA, to 
carry a GPA affect? 
 
Situation:   The Social Work degree requires that all courses required in the 
major be completed with a minimum GPA of 2.5.  This applies to transfer courses 
as well has home courses.   
 
Encoding occurs in two places: 
 

� Support Grade table  
� On the sub-requirement 

 
 
Support Grade Table: 
 
Since transfer grades can either “count” or “not count” in GPA, both grade 
situations must be set up in the DARS Support Grade Table (under the Globe 
icon). 
 
In the example, home grades of A, B, and C are calculated in the GPA.      
Transfer grades (TA, TAB, TB, TC, etc.) are listed twice.  The first transfer grade 
of TA has a GPA Calc of < A > “Use in alternate GPA.”   
 

 
 

The second transfer grade of TA has a blank GPA Calc of “Not used in GPA 
calculation.”  The alternate GPA grade carries the same condition codes as the 
resident grade. 
 
Each transfer grade used in DARS Support Grade Table must have an alternate 
GPA.   
 
Note:  The Alternate grade MUST appear before the transfer grade on the 
DARS Support Grade Table.   



 
 
On the sub-requirement: 
 
In the sub-requirements where you want to calculate both home and transfer 
GPA for courses, select the Reference/Other tab, and change the 
GPA/Preference Control to < A-Alternate GPA calculation >. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TA  4.000 < A > GPA Calc 

followed by 
TA 4.000 blank GPA Calc 



Audit Appearance: 
 
Transfer courses of PSYC 1110 General Psychology and General Sociology with 
grades of B and A calculate to 3.50 GPA.  
 

 
 
 
 
Note:  The composite grade of < TWA > is not considered when calculating 
Alternate GPA.  To calculate the alternate GPA affect of composite grades, see 
documentation titled “Process Meaningful Weighted Average Grades, Using 
GPACAL=V to Determine Meaningful Composite Grades,” at: 
http://www.dars.mntransfer.org/updates/documents/pdf/WeightedAverageGrades
.pdf 
 
 
 
 
Revised: 5/09/08 


