Processing Meaningful Grades of

Weighted Average Grades
Using GPACAL=V to Determine Meaningful Composite Gr  ades

How do | show more meaningful composite grades?

Situation: Articulated many-to-many, or many-to-one courses, with un-alike grades
appear on the audit as TWA. Students and advisors want to view more meaningful
grades for these courses.

Note: Additional set-up for in-progress composite grades, and composite grades used
for alternate GPA checking appears at the end of this document.

Encoding to allow DARS to assign a more meaningful composite grade (instead of
TWA - transfer weighted average) based on GPA points assigned to the TARGET
course, occurs in two places:

» Target Institutional Reference Table
» Audit Grade table

The recommended default set-up is to use a grade ‘symbol’ like TWA for any many-to-
one or many-to-many course articulations where both source courses have an ‘addct’
of 1, or to use a grade symbol like NTWA for any many-to-one or many-to-many course
articulations where one or both source courses have an ‘addct’ of 0.

The set up provided here will show you how to use the GPACAL field in the TARGET
IREF Grade Definition to test for quality points entered in the GPA field against the
GPA quality points already assigned to the composite course through the articulation
process of the many-to-one or many-to-many articulation.

Target Institutional Reference Table

Choose your own institution (TARGET) and click on the Grade Definition in the tree
view. You will need to add a grade for each GPA check level that you wish to use.
The following example shows eleven grade entries plus an entry for in-progress
grades, using its own condition symbol. If you don’'t use + and — grading you'd only
need 4 grade entries, (Indicated by tan-colored arrows) plus an entry for combined
courses where one or both has a failing grade — like NTWA.

» In our example, the school has chosen to use TR as the first two characters of
the grade followed by the actual letter grade. Optionally, you could use “TV” plus



the grade. Miami University uses TA V, TA-V, TB+B, etc. We assume the V'’
stands for ‘variable’. You can choose how you wish to report the grade.

> Target Grade Definition

1-999999 WINDNA STATE UNIYERSITY - TARGET =
ﬁ Tope U Grade & B Ul UGrd AcuFeu GP&  Cale Crdt Ct 21Z2ZUCTUC2 vt Trm Bange ;I
5 Grade | TRZ ¥ Y&RS INP ooy o1 1
9 Grade [ TRA W WARS 4000y 11 TRA
10 Grade [ TRa- W WARS WY |
11 Grade [ TREB+ | w&RS 2300y 11
12 Grade [ TRE W WARS 2000y 1 TRB
13 Grade [ TRE- W WARS 2700 |1
14 Grade [ TRC+ = | W&RS 2300 11
15 Grade [ TRC W WARS 2000 | TRC
16 Grade [ TRC- ¥ WaRS 1700 1 1
17 Grade [ TROD+ | W&RS 1300 Y 1 1 i
19 Grade [ TRD W WARS 1000 11 TRD
19 Grade [ TRD- W WaRS RN ) o

—D |
—1— |

CAPITAL ‘I’—= TELLS DARS TO

GPATEST BRING IN QUALITY POINTS
VALUE LJ

TEST TO SEE IF COMPOSITE IS THE GPA POINT
OR HIGHER

UNIVERSAL SYMBOL THAT GETS ASSIGNED BASED ON THE VALUE S
YOU IDENTIFY UNDER THE GPA TAB (TARGET IREF) FOR UN IVERSAL
PASSED AND UNIVERSAL NOT PASSED.

| Course | Credit GPA

GPA Scale: IEI.EIEIEI "I

Default Grade:
Univerzal Pazzsed: MARS

Univerzal Mat Paszed: [FAIL




Audit Grade Table

Remember that each of the grades defined on the Target Grade Definition table, must
also be entered into your audit grade table under the Support Tables icon. Each grade
Is defined with Add Credit of <Y >, Add Count of <1 >.

- = A Grade Fepot GPA GRA Add Add  IF - Caondg

- Grade Pt Cale Credit Count

. x ) TAREC
A 7 TRA 4.000 Y1 =4

. & TRA - _ TAEC
A 2 TRA 4670 vl =4

. : 5 TRE+ 4,330 Y1 = TEC
A TRaA =

-~ TRE+ 10 TRE 4.000 Vo1 =4 TEC

- A TREB 11 TRE- 2670 Vo1 =4 TEC

- A TRE- 12 TRC+ 2.330 Vo1 =4 TC

-~ A TRC+ 13 TRC 2.000 Vo1 =4 TC

- A TRC 14 TRC- 1.670 Vo1 = TC

- & TRC- i 15 TRO+ 1.330 Yool = TD

-~ A TRD+ 16 THD 1.000 Vo1 = TD

- A TRD 17 TRD- E70 Vo1 = TD

Audit appearance

Here’s how a Weighted Average grade looks on an audit using the default TWA set up:

()34 Transfer Courses that apply to Emphasis Area 2 of the MaTC
at hAnoka Pamsey

+ 1) Flobal Perspectiwe Ewmphasis Area
1z_&7 CREDITE ADDED

////’—E_EB_GEEﬁtiﬂl .0 T4 Beginning Ger ++
NO. HENN: GERMOl01l,010Z_,01

<: & 28 GEPRM110:Z .0 TIA Begimning German I ++ :>

NO. HENM: GERMO1l01,010Z,0103
9 PEYTCZZ1E Z.6 TE Human Growth & Dewelo
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Here’s how a Weighted Average grade looks on an audit using the ‘meaningful
composite grade’ set up:

EVALUTATED TERANSFEER TORE:
EARNED: 10.0 HOURS G3.46 GPA

* Southwest State Uniwversity
Abbrewiated on Peport as: SIrsTT
7.0 HOURE ALDELD & COURSES TAEEN 2_E3 GPRA
F 0z ELECTOOL 1.0 Ta- Fund of College Writing
SWET : ENG 10l
5 03 ENG 111 &.0 TEE e Es=ay ++
ST : ENG 10Z,103

Note: Reporting the number of grade characters is supported by COM.GRADEA4.
Allowing 4 characters of a grade (e.g., TRB+) to report on your audit, requires the
Value of <Y >, or<B >.

In-Progress Transfer

Additional set-up for In-Progress transfer courses

You will need additional setup to accommodate in progress grades; in MNnSCU, these
are courses with a grade of Z. Without this special setup, a Z graded course, which
typically has an AddCt of 1, will combine with any non-Z graded course that also has
an AddCt of 1 and will just have the identity associated with the non-Z graded course.
For example, in a many to one rule, with the student earning a C grade in one course
and a Z in the second, they will combine, but will become a TRC.

We suggest you use the following set up so that all source courses in a many-to-one or
many-to-many rule, process with a TRZ transfer in-progress grade, as long as any one
of the courses used by that rule carry a Z (in-progress) grade.

Encoding occurs in two places:



» Source Institutional Reference Table
» Target Institutional Reference Table

Source Institutional Reference Table

In the Source Grade Table, add a user defined three-character condition code to the
source in-progress grade, which is a Z grade in this example. We used IPZ in this
example. Put the code in the UCL1 field.

_% Type U Grade A A Ul UGrd AcuRecu GPA  Calc Crdt Ct C1 C2 UCTUC2 Y1 Trm Range
IR TYT: Fa—— — A A ——] -
<[ 24 Grade [#Z [ (600 oMoy [

25 Grade v H I TaT3 L0 I

Target Institutional Reference Table

In the Target Grade table, in your set up for the VARS transfer in-progress grade (in
this case TRZ) put that same three-character code in the Acu column.

ﬁ Twpe U Grade & B Ul UGrd AcuRcu GPA  Cale Crdt Ct C1 C2UCTUC2 't Trm Range

27 Grade [ MTWaA [t EALL 00 kLK1 -
<[ 2% Giade [ TRZ W WARS IFZ 0o Yo >

29 Grade [ TRE = %aRs 10 /10 T I -

Audit appearance

In this test scenario, the student has finished CHEM117 with a grade of A, but has a Z
(in progress) grade in the CHEM117L lab course.

@ Y1r/Trm Course RCredit |GradeEcredit Title
120073 |CHEM117 300 A .00 Chemical Conceptz & &ppl
& 20075 CHEM117L 1.00 2 1.00Chemical Concepts & Appl Lab
Ap**ogE* 4.00 4.00
@ Yr/Trm Crs Num RCredit Grade Ecredit Pflg Condc A
1 20075 CHEM110l 400 TRE 400
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Here is how this appears in an audit:

s 07 CHEM1l10Ol 4.0 TRz Chemical Concepts & Appl Latdt
N1 : CHEM117L,117

Once the completed grade comes in for the CHEM117L class and re-articulation is
done, the grade changes.

@ ¥1r/Trm Courze RCredit GradeEcredt [Title
1 20073 |CHEM117 200 A 3.00 Chemical Concepts & Appl
2 20075 |CHEM117L 1.00 B 1.00 Chemical Concepts & Appl Lab
LA**0o*® 4.00 4.00
@ Yr/Trm Crz Hum RCredit Grade Ecredit Pfig Conde Ak
1 20075 CHEM1101 400 TRE 400 .
Here is how this appears in the audit:
& 07 CHEM110Ol 4_0 TERE Chemical Concepts & Appl Lat+t

NDETT : CHEM117L,11%7

Composite grades and Alternate GPA

Additional set-up when composite grades are used fo r alternate GPA checking

Note: Documentation for Alternate GPA is found at:
http://www.dars.mntransfer.org/updates/documents/pdf/Alternate GPA.pdf




When sub-requirements set “GPA Calculation” to “A-Alternate GPA calculation”, as
seen below, then additional encoding is required for composite grades.

4 Requirement: GOAL3 19993 = |EI|5|

Em Sub1: 100 ;I General I Processing | Reparting Reference/Other
- BIOL1020

BlOL1024
BIOL1025 — Sub-Requirement Ref Sub-Requirement 1 —

BIOL1026 Reference Cycle: |
BIOL1028 Directional Referance Contral: |
BIOL1030
BlIOL103
BlIOL1032 Reference Sub-figld: |

BIOL1035 Reference Yalue: | —|
BIOLT041
BlOL1042 — GPA Calculation

BIOLGOAL 3 LAR GP4 / Preference Contral: |A - Ailkernate GPA calculation ]|

CHEM1020 o o
CHEM1041 ieight: | x| Variance: [

CHEM1042 — GPA Name ’—w.ah Title

CHEM GOAL 3 LAE _ "
MSCIT020 (I GP& Mame: | web Title: |

MSCI030 I emo:
MSCH 045
MWSCH 055
MWSCH 065
MWSCHO75
PHYS1021

A PHYS1N77 hd
< | B

Additional encoding occurs on the Audit Grade Table.

Fieference Field: |

Lef L Lo L]

Last Modified:  Apr 25, 2008 10:52:05 AM By DAMDREMA

Audit Grade Table

The Audit Grade Table will need the composite grades for alternate GPA checking. In
the example below, the composite grades of TRA, TRA-, TRB+, TRB, etc. are defined.

=
- A Grade ;I A Grade Fepot GP& GPA Add Add IP Condg Ac PseuForceDelg Fe C

..... R 7 Grade Pt Calc Credit Count tion do place K

..... -« 17 .000 0= “ R [ moe |
..... - z = 000 z 0= i I more |
..... - 3 .00 0= 1 ¥ R M _moe |
..... + 4 ooy oy 1= z # R M moe |
..... A 5 ooy 1= = ¥ R M _moe |
..... A TRa E - .000 Y= 4 ¥R M moe |
..... A TR 7 TR 4000 ¥ o1 TABC % R [T mare |
..... A TRE+ g TRa- 3670 ¥ o1 TAEC ® R [ _moe |
..... A TRB 9 TRB+ 2330 Yo TEC % R [ mare |
..... A TRE 10 TRE 3,000 Yo TEC ¥ R [T moe |
..... A" TRC+ 11 TRB- 2670 Yo1= TBC % R [T more |
..... A TRC 12 TRC+ 2330 Yo TC % R T moe |
..... A TRC 132 TRC 2000 Y11= TC ¥ R [ moe
..... A TRD+ 14 TRLC- 1.670 Yo TC % R [ moe |
..... A TRD 15 TRD+ 1.330 Yo o % R [ _moe |
..... A TRD- 16 TRD 1.000 ¥o1= 0] ¥ R [T mare |
..... A TRwa 17 _TRD- 670 v 1= per ¥ R [ moe |

To calculate the GPA affect of composite grades, add the composite grades for each
TR grade listed in your Target grade table with the GPA Calc of < A >. Add Credit is
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< | > Use Import Credits, points. (I is an upper case i)
Note: GPA Calc of < A > grades must process on the Audit table before the non-
calculating grades.

=i
----- A ;I A Grade Repot GPA GRA Add Add  IF Condg  Ac PseuFoceDelg RE C ;I
..... A TR Grade Pt Calc Credit Count tioh  do plage K
..... A TR 7 TRA 4000 & 1 1= TLEC “  H [ _moe |
..... A TRA g TRA 4,000 LR R=—= TAEC ®  H [ Lmoe |
..... A TRA- T A T N TIED B _moe |
..... A TRE+ 10 TRA- ARET o1 TAEC % R [ mare |
..... A" TRB+ 11 TRE+ 3EE0 A 1 1= TBC “ R _moe |
..... A TRE+ 12 TRB+ 3RR0 vl = TEC “ R [ moe |
..... A" TRB+ 13 TRE+ 3333 A 1 1= TBC “ R _moe |
..... A TRE 14 TRE+ 3333 Vo1 TBC 20 R T moe |
..... A TRE 16 TRE aoon a1 1= TEC % R [ mare |
..... A TRE- 16 TRE 3000 == TBC ® | R [ Lmae |
..... A TRE- 17 TRE- ZEET A 1 1= TEC % R [ mare |
..... A" TRC+ 18 TRE- 267 == TBC ® | R [ Lmae |
..... A" TRC+ 19 TRC+ 2333 A 1 1= TC 20 R T moe |
..... A TRC 20 TRC+ 2333 o1 = TC % R [ mare |
..... A TRC 2 TRC o oA 1 1 TC “ R [ _moe |
..... A TRC- 22 TRC 2,000 o1 TC % R [ mare |
..... A" TRC- 23 TRC- 1667 A 1 1= TC # R [ moe |
..... A TRD+ 24 TRC- 1.667 v TC R _moe |
..... A TRD+ 25 TRD+ 1333 A 1 TD % R [ mare |
..... A TRD 26 TRD+ 1.333 Vo1 D # 0 R T moe |
..... A TRD 27 TRD o oA 1 1 o] % R [ mare |
..... A" TRD- 28 TRD 1.000 vl bon # R [ moe |
..... A TRD- 29 TRD- BE7 A& 1 1= bos “ R _moe |
..... A TRWA LI 30 TRD- EEB7 o= TD ® [R=C [ moe |
Rows: 92 LI
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