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Setting up a Transfer Rule to Accept ‘D’ grades 
 
One transfer rule many MnSCU institutions have is that ‘D’ grades are only accepted 
under certain circumstances.  For some schools, that circumstance is that the student 
earned at least a cum GPA of 2.0 or higher at the source institution.  Others only accept 
the ‘D’ grade if the student has earned an Associate in Arts Degree at the source 
institution.  The process described in this document will work for either of these 
situations. 
 

1. Create a new group in your Transfer Articulation rules for each school (if you 
don’t have this rule in your ‘generic school(s) for cloning’, you should create it 
there as well).  Name the group ‘00001’.  By giving it a number identity and 
making it a very low number, it will be processed first in each institution’s TA 
rules. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

 
 
2. Here’s what your rule should look like: 
 

 
 

The Source Course name should be      ‘HAS 2.0 GPA’ or ‘HAS AA DEGREE’ or 
another meaningful name.  Be sure to  make it a pseudo course by selecting 
the ‘P’ in the PFLG drop-down next to the course name. 
 
The Target Course should be ACCEPT D or another meaningful name.  Again, 
be sure to make it a pseudo course. 
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3. You need to set up a system condition code in this rule.  When the pseudo 
course of ‘HAS 2.0 GPA’ is present in the student’s transfer courses in DARS, it 
will turn on a system condition code of your choice.  We have used the code of 
‘D’. 

 

 
Be sure to document your use of this condition  code in the Support Tables of DARS – 
in the Condition Description table.  You also need to  put in ‘SY’ in the Ctl Cd field on 
this line.  This tells DARS to make this a system condition code. 
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4. The next step is to set up your TARGET grade table  so that you get an 
acceptable ‘D’ grade when the system condition code is present and you get a 
NOT acceptable ‘D’ grade when the system condition is not present. 

 
 
 

In the Acu column of the grade table put S:D behind all acceptable TD grades 
(this example only has one, but be sure to include any + or – grades that are 
applicable as well).  This tells DARS that when the System Condition Code of D 
is present, apply the TD grade with a count of 1 in the audit.  If the System 
Condition Code of D is not present, the NTD which has a count of 0 will come 
into the audit. 
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5. In Joe Cool in the transfer student’s academic record, you must add a PSEUDO 
course matching your rule  [be sure to put a check mark in the P field to tell DARS it’s a 
pseudo course, and we suggest assigning this ‘course’ to the year/term preceding 
courses on the student’s record, so it always appears first on the list of courses here]: 

 

 
6. Be sure to test your TA encoding.  Put in a ‘D’ grade for a test student and run 

the Transfer Articulation.  Then add the pseudo course and run again.  If you’ve 
got everything correct, you should see the ‘D’ grade processing differently in 
these two situations.   
 
Here’s what the audit will do to a ‘D’ grade when the student DOESN’T have the 
pseudo course: 
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And here’s what the audit will do to a ‘D’ grade when the student DOES have the 
pseudo course: 
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