
REFERENCE YEAR 
How to Accept Courses for a Specified Number of Years/Terms Based on a 

Reference Year in Sub-requirements OR Red Book/Blue Book rules 
 

For some programs courses are only acceptable if taken with in a specified number of 
years/terms from, in most cases, the current year.  DARwin can be encoded to do this 
for specific courses with the following entries.   
 
COM Table Setting 
 

The first entry that needs to be made is in the COM Table.  Open the COM Table and 
insert a row anywhere.  Once the row is inserted enter REFY in the Field column.  In 
the Value column enter the academic year that DARwin is to go forward or back from.  
If using the current year then enter the current year.  The example below is using the 
2004 academic year which includes Summer 2003, Fall 2003 and Spring 2004. 
 
 

 
Sub-Requirement Entry 
 

In the Sub-Requirement(s) that contain the courses of concern an entry must be made 
in the Effective Date field of the A-Line(s).  In the example below, 
R-01 3 - 9999 99 has been entered to indicate that any course taken between Spring 
2004 and Fall 2002 will meet the parameters of this Sub-Requirement.  The breakdown 
of the entry is as follows: 
 

 R  = Reference Year 
  - = Tells DARwin to go back from the Reference Year.  Use a “+” 

symbol for going forward. 
01 = Tells DARwin to go back up to one year from the Reference Year 
                     (the total range possible is ± 09 years) 
  3 = Tells DARwin to go back only to the Fall up to one year from the 

Reference Year. 
  9999 99 = Until the end of time. 



 
 
With the above entries, the audit will appear as below. 
 

 



Note that the Select From list indicates that courses from F 02 OR AFTER will be 
acceptable. 
 
The entry in the Sub-Requirement can also be made without a specific term as shown 
below. 

 
In this case courses will be accepted back to Summer 2002 as can be seen in the audit 
below. 
 
 

 
  



Red Book/Blue Book Entry 
 
In the Red Book/Blue Book SOURCE rule(s) that contain the courses of concern, two 
rules must be made using the logic in the red box above.   In the first rule, the Effective 
Date field of the SOURCE course is an acceptable course.  In the example below, R-03 
3 - 9999 99 has been entered to indicate that any course taken between Fall 2001 to 
present will meet the parameters of this rule.   
 
****  Two entries must be made for the SOURCE course.  The 1st rule with the effective 
YRTR and the 2nd rule without the effective YRTR.   ****** 
 
 

 
 
 

Rule 1 



 
 
 
Audit showing when the student took the course within the effective YRTR (Rule 1). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rule 2 



Audit showing when the student took the course prior to the effective YRTR (Rule 2). 
 

 
 
 
Notice the course taken prior to the effective YRTR falls into the elective requirement. 
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