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Waiving Goal Areas in Transfer Articulation 
 

Purpose: Turning off Goal Area requirements when a transfer student 
presents an authorized audit showing Goal Area Comp letion  

 
“When any system college or university has determined that a Minnesota 
Transfer Curriculum goal area has been completed by a student, the goal area 
shall be accepted as complete at every receiving system college or university for 
that student.”1  This documentation illustrates the waiving of Goal Areas, based 
on MnSCU transfer work.  The Goal Areas in your curriculum may be identified 
as MTC, Lib Ed, or University Studies.  Depending upon how your general 
education (Transfer Curriculum) is set up, you will want to use one of the two 
encoding options listed below.  Some schools will need to use a combination of 
the two options.  Program encoders and Transfer encoders will need to agree on 
the method before beginning.   
  
The process for waiving Goal Areas, based on transfer work, occurs by encoding 
changes/additions in four places:  
 

·  TA tables 
·  Programs looking for MnTC Areas 
·  Target and Audit grade tables 
·  On the student record 

 
The process sets a condition on the student by using a pseudo course to turn 
“on” a requirement waiving the Goal Area in a program.  This requirement 
subsequently turns “off” the original program requirement for the Goal Area.  
 
This process does not  replace entering the courses on the student in Joe Cool.  
To identify courses and credits, you need to continue listing individual courses.  
 
 

OPTION #1 
Goal Areas in Separate Requirements 
 
STEP 1 
 

TA tables 
 
In the Transfer Articulation Rule  level: 
 
Within Transfer Articulation, open a MnSCU transfer institution, add or open the 
numeric group.  The numeric group is where you set up pseudo processing rules.   
 
Set a Course condition code.  We used the lower case <t>.  This condition code 
is assigned to the Target course after articulation.  Remember to add this course 
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condition to your Condition Descriptions (found under the Globe icon).  Note: The 
course condition code used for Goal 1 will also be used for Goal 2-10. 
 
Create a meaningful set of pseudo rules for the Goal area needing to be waived.  
In the example below, both Source and Target pseudo courses are “Goal 1”, with 
a match control of <P>. 
 
The Target pseudo must be unique.  If you are using “Goal 1” as a P or $ pseudo 
on any sub-requirement, you will need to use a different Target pseudo. 
 
Create rules for Goals 2 through 10. 

 

 
 
 

STEP 2  
In the program , create a requirement for waiving Goal Area 1.  This requirement 
must be placed before the requirement it is turning off.  We used the Goal Area 
numbering convention with the addition of the letter “X”.  The requirement is 
optional, so check the “OP” box.  
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Double click on GOAL X to open up the new requirement.  
 

At the requirement level, you are looking for one sub requirement. The title 
should be the same as the Goal to be waived.   

 
Suppress Completion Rules. The Condition Code Assignment should be set to Y 
– Assign system when satisfied ; assign a condition code.  In the example, we 
assigned the code <1>.   

 

 
 
 

Identify this system condition code on your Condition Definitions.  
 

 
 

 
Set the Reporting tab to G: Hide until met/suppress if not needed .   
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At the sub requirement level, a count of 1 is required.  Set the Reporting tab to T: 
Only Report Title .   
 
The Title line will appear on the audit when the area is waived, and should be 
meaningful. We used: “Goal Area 1 completed at another MnSCU institution.” 
 
The A line will be the pseudo course you established in Step 1 (GOAL 1). 
 
The Matching Rules for Accept must be set to <i> (Ignore a course with this cc 
unless coded otherwise .  This is a DARS defined description; you do not have 
to add it to you list of condition descriptions).  The matching rule allows the 
requirement to accept a pseudo Goal Area course without a grade. 
 
 

 
 

 
STEP 3 
 
Open the requirement for Goal 1.  Turn off Goal Area 1 using the Reject System 
CC established in Step 2.   
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STEP 4 
 

In the Target Institutional Reference table (IREF, under Grade Definition in the 
Tree view), add a condition  grade to indicate a waived course.  We used <WV>.  
The Universal to Institution (UI) is set to the condition you set in Step 1 on the TA 
rule.  Our example is T:t [reads as: upper case T, colon, lower case t]. The count 
is set to 1 (no calc and no credit).   
 

 
 

 
In the Audit Grade Table  identify the grade of “WV” on (under the Globe icon) 
with an add count of 1 and Condg of <i>. 
 

 
 

 
 
STEP 5 
 
Activate this system of requirements and condition codes in Joe Cool .  On the 
student Academic Record for the transfer school, enter the course which 
matches the “A” line in Step 1.  We used “Goal 1,” with no credit and no grade; 
check the P (pseudo) box.  
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When the audit is run, the Goal 1X requirement will be turned on, which will turn 
off the Goal 1 requirement. 
 

 
 
 
Note:  You will still need to enter the student transcript data into the Joe Cool 
Student Record.   

 
 

STEP 6 
 
Once you have completed steps 1-5, test the encoding with additional pseudo 
students.  When the encoding looks and works the way expected for waiving 
Goal 1, clone the Goal 1 requirement and make modifications for the remaining 
Goals.  
 

Modifications to the cloned requirement include:  
·  Changing the Requirement Name 
·  Changing the Text line 
·  Changing the A line pseudo Course 
·  Changing the Assigned Condition Code 
·  Noting Assigned Condition code on Condition 

Definitions 
 

Modification to the original Goal Area requirement: 
·  Adding the Reject System CC 

 

STEP 7 
Even though you are waiving Goal Areas based on transfer, you will want the 
courses to be included in some requirement looking for total credits.  In the 
example below, the requirement “MNTC CRED” is looking for MnTC courses. 
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The sub-requirement will include all MnTC course list requirements and pseudo 
MnTC courses.   
 

 
 
STEP 8 
 
The TA Rule set-up in Step 1 includes a rule for each Goal Area.   
 
 
 

    
 

You will need to duplicate the TA rules (Step 1) established for Group “000001” 
into all MnSCU TA tables.  
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Option #2 
Waiving Goal Areas within a Requirement  
 
           
IN THE CASE WHERE your requirement is looking for more then one Goal, you 
will need a different encoding solution to waive Goal Areas within  a requirement. 
This encoding approach has been used by most of the Technical Colleges and a 
few 2 year and 4 year schools.   DO NOT USE THIS APPROACH IF YOUR 
PROGRAM FITS THE PATTERN SET UP IN STEP 1-4, ABOVE, WHERE ONE 
REQUIREMENT IS LOOKING FOR ONE GOAL. 
 
In our example, the requirement is looking for completion of three sub 
requirements (Goal Areas) from Goals 7-10.   
 

 
 
The waiving of Goal Areas encoded as sub requirements is comparable to 
encoding the waiving of requirements established above.   
 
Create a condition on the student that turns off a sub requirement and 
subsequently turn on a different sub requirement.   
 
The encoding for Joe Cool and the TA tables replica tes Steps 1 and 5, 
above.  
 
Joe Cool: 
 
Just as you encoded the turning off of requirements, create a Pseudo course on 
the student to identify the competition of a Goal Area.  The course is “GOAL 7” 
and the pseudo course box is checked.  
 

 



�����(�����	�

 
 
TA Tables:  
 
In the rules for the source institution, create a rule using Pseudo courses for each 
of the Goals Areas, 7-10.  Add the condition on the pseudo course in the TA 
tables (continue using the same condition code as you used above).  Each rule 
has a condition of “t”, and both source and target courses are identified the same 
for the courses “Goal 7”, “Goal 8”, “Goal 9”, and “Goal 10”. 
 
 

 
 
 
Requirement: 
Create a requirement containing condition codes and Pseudo courses necessary 
to turn off specific sub requirements.  The requirement will need to be listed at 
the top of your program. Our requirement is identified as MTC CC (the 
requirement of MnTC condition codes).  The requirement is optional.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a pseudo 
source course 
called “Goal 7”. 

This is a 
pseudo target 
course 
 called “Goal 7”. 
�
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The requirement is looking for one required Sub requirement. 
 
 

 
 
 
The Reporting tab is set to H:Hide.  
 

 
 
 
The first sub requirement is looking for one course; the course is the Pseudo 
course is “GOAL 7”.  
 
In the alternate view, the Matching Rule is <i> (Ignore a course with this cc 
unless coded otherwise ).   
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The Condition Code Assignment is “Y- When okay assign as system 
condition code” . We assigned <7> for the code.  
 

�
�
�
�
    
Repeat this process for the remaining Goal Areas, creating sub requirements 
with assigned condition codes. (Note these condition codes in Condition 
Definitions.)  
 
 
 
In the Requirement looking for completion of the 3 Goal Areas, turn off the sub 
requirement for Goal 7 by adding the code set in MTC CC for Goal 7 to 
Conditional Sub-Requirement Reject System CC . 
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Create a sub requirement turned “on” by the same condition code assigned in 
MTC CC.  This requirement should follow the requirement with the Reject 
System CC.   
 
 

 
 
 
The required count is 1, Matching Rules is set to <i>.  The Text line reflects the 
completed condition: “Goal 7 completed at another MnSCU institution.”   

 
 
Under the reporting tab, set the Reporting Option to “T: Only report title .”  To 
insure that the sub requirements are numbered correctly on the audit, set the No 
Sequence Number to “S-Actual reported sub-req sequence number”  for all  
sub requirements in this requirement.    
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When the audit is run for waiving Goal Areas 7 and 9 the Requirement will look 
like this:  
 

 
 
 
Test the requirement.  Test the requirement with real courses.  When it works as 
you would expect, duplicate this process in the Requirement for the 
remaining Goal areas.  
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